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Natural & cultural sites and Sustainable development

Sites of Merit Commitments

Testing the Grands Sites de France approach and methodology in Iceland

A method based on the recognition and experience of the values of the site

The key points of the method

The interest of the exercise 

Translating these elements into action: the Landscape Intention Scheme

Recommendations for translating the Sites of Merit  commitments to each site

The vision, the principles for action in the sites 

The working method at each Site of Merit

Site development

Recommendations for national policy steering
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The labelling process 

What types of sites should be involved in the Site of Merit Policy ? 

Involvement of private partners and private owners of the sites

Local governance of projects
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Annexes:  List of documents transmitted to MII, Programm, List of Participants
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VOLUME 2 Graphic Documents (drawings, photos, Landcape Intention 

Schemes)

2A  Introduction

2B Jokulsarlon

2C Geysir

2D Gullfoss

2E Thingvellir

Note 1: In Volume 1, numbers in brackets refer to Volume 2 slides.

Note 2: In this document, "Sites of Merit" and "Varda" are used interchangeably.

Note 3: All drawings, maps and LIS are by Alain Freytet.
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Road 1, on the way to Jokulsarlon. The promise of the glacier.  Wonderful road, with absolutely no advertising boards

polluting this outstanding landscape.



The splendor of the first view of the lagoon upon arrival at the site (1):  the visual prominence of parking so close to the 

lagoon, so disappointing

59Anne Vourc'h, Alain Freytet, Yoann Bit-Monnot, Assistance Mission  for the Sites of Merit in Iceland Project, 2021 



The wonder of the first view on the lagoon upon arrival on the site (2):  the magical removal of parking, thanks to photoshop!
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The promise is somewhat spoiled…
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All together, walking around the site, taking time, having the visitor experience of the site.
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Consensus on the poor quality of present infrastructure. Interpretation boards are definitively not in a good place!
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The beautiful stone staircase and pathway were built by volunteers, under the supervision of the Environment Agency and 

the National Park. A very good example of a sober construction, using local materials.
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A suggestion to lighten the work. Every detail counts. 
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In the lobby of Fosshotel Glacier Lagoon: Jokulsarlon inspires artists. 
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View from the lagoon: On the ridges, all the elements stand out strongly on the horizon. On the ridges, or on the top 

of the alluvial terraces, all the elements stand out strongly on the horizon. This should be borne in mind when

choosing the location of the future car park and visitor centre.
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This plastic will inevitably end up in water and soil. The ecological impact of developments must be taken into account.
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The fascination for diamonds. All like children.
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Writing workshop. Express in writing your emotions towards the site:  
What, for you, makes the power and beauty of the site of Jokulsarlon? 

How do you dream Jokulsarlon to be in the future? 
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The surprise of sharing emotions and dreams: they are so similar among the participants! 
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Five key points for the further "Landscape Intention Scheme" in Jokulsarlon, based on the writings of participants in the 

workshop.
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Present Master Plan: the implantation of the parking, visitor center and facilities is planned in the high terrace. They will be very

visible. And their distance from the lagoon will make it systematic to travel by a shuttle, and will necessitate the creation of 

additional facilities (bus stop, shelter, toilets…) at the edge of the lagoon.  
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A suggested layout on the middle terrace dated 1894, inspired by Icelandic cliffside houses. With a much lower impact, the 

landscape insertion is much better.
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The most important intentions for the 

development of Jokulsarlon, in the 

same drawing
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As today, 2021
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The legends of the Landscape Intention Scheme



New road n°1 and bridge as planned
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Proposal: implantation of the parking in a lower terrace. Less visible from the lagoon and from road 1, and making it

possible to discover the site by walking for the great majority of the visitors.
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Proposal: implantation of all facilities in a lower terrace. Less visible from the lagoon and from road 1, and making it

possible to discover the site by walking for the great majority of the visitors.

104Anne Vourc'h, Alain Freytet, Yoann Bit-Monnot, Assistance Mission  for the Sites of Merit in Iceland Project, 2021 



Proposal, with pedestrian trails: a site to be discovered by walking, as the shuttle for disabled people does not cross the 

site. What a great experience for the visitors!
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